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 YOU ARE STOPPED ON THE STREET

 YOU ARE STOPPED IN A VEHICLE

OFFICERS COME TO YOUR HOME

YOU ARE PLACED UNDER ARREST

Yo
u

 d
o

 n
o

t h
ave to

 an
sw

er q
u

estio
n

s. Sa y:
 “I d

o
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 talk
” an

d
 ask if yo

u
 are free to

 g
o. 

If th
e an

sw
er is yes, w

alk aw
ay calm

ly .
If th

e an
sw

er is no , ask w
h

y yo
u

 are b
ein

g
 d

etain
ed

.
Po

lice m
u

st h
ave  a  rea

so
n

a
b

le su
sp

icio
n

 (in
d

icatio
n

 to
 a 

reaso
n

ab
le p

erso
n

 th
at a crim

e h
as b

een
, is b

ein
g, o

r w
ill 

b
e co

m
m

itted
) to

 d
etain

 you
. 

Yo
u

 m
ay b

e su
b

ject to
 a “frisk” o

r a p
at d

o
w

n
 search

.
D

o
 n

o
t p

h
ysically resist,  b

u
t d

o
 let th

em
 kn

o
w

 if yo
u

 d
o

 
n

o
t co

n
sen

t to
 fu

rth
er search

 b
y calm

ly sa yin
g

:  “O
fficer, I 

d
o

 n
o

t co
n

sen
t to

 search
es”.

It is n
o

t a crim
e in

 W
isco

n
sin

 to
 refu

se to
 id

en
tify yo

u
rself 

to
 a p

o
lice o

fficer, u
n

less yo
u

 are b
ein

g
 d

etain
ed

 o
r 

arrested
, b

u
t refu

sin
g

 m
ig

h
t m

ake th
e p

o
lice su

sp
icio

u
s 

ab
o

u
t yo

u
.

K
eep

 yo
u

r h
an

d
s o

n
 th

e steerin
g

 w
h

eel . H
ave  yo

u
r licen

se 
an

d
 reg

istratio
n

 read
y. Law

 en
fo

rcem
en

t sh
o

u
ld

 n
o

t  ask 
yo

u
 q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u

t yo
u

r citizen
sh

ip
 statu

s, race o
r 

n
atio

n
ality. Let th

e o
fficer kn

o
w

 if yo
u

 n
eed

 to
 reach

 in
to

 a 
b

ag
 o

r co
m

p
ar tm

en
t to

 g
et yo

u
r ID

. If yo
u

 are g
iven

 a 
ticket , yo

u
 sh

o
u

ld
 accep

t it; o
th

erw
ise yo

u
 can

 b
e  

arrested . Yo
u

 can
 alw

ays fig
h

t th
e case in

 co
u

rt late r. 
Y o

u
 m

ay n
o

t b
e search

ed
 w

ith
o

u
t a w

arran
t if yo

u
 d

o
 n

o
t 

g
ive co

n
sen

t  (p
erm

issio
n

 fo
r an

 o
fficer to

 search
 yo

u
 o

r 
th

e v eh
icle), o

r u
n

less th
ere is evid

en
ce o

f p
ro

b
a

b
le ca

u
se 

(sig
h

t o
r scen

t o
f d

ru
g

s , alco
h

o
l, w

eap
o

n
s, etc). It u

n
la w

fu
l 

f o
r p

o
lice to

 arrest yo
u

 f o
r refu

sin
g

 to
 co

n
sen

t to
 a search

 
w

ith
o

u
t a w

arran
t. A

 refu
sal to

 co
n

sen
t is n

o
t p

ro
b

ab
le 

cau
se. P o

lice are allo
w

ed
 to

 p
at yo

u
 d

o
w

n
 fo

r w
eap

o
n

s.

Po
lice can

n
o

t u
su

ally en
ter yo

u
r h

o
m

e w
ith

o
u

t a w
arran

t 
sig

n
ed

 b
y a ju

d
g

e. A
sk to read

 it. Yo
u

 d
o

 n
o

t h
ave to

 
co

n
sen

t to
 search

 o
f yo

u
r h

o
m

e w
ith

o
u

t a w
arran

t.  A
 

refu
sal to

 co
n

sen
t is n

o
t p

ro
b

ab
le cau

se. If yo
u

 d
o

 co
n

sen
t, 

it can
 aff ect yo

u
r rig

h
ts later in

 co
u

rt.  In
 so

m
e em

erg
en

cy 
situ

a
tio

n
s  p

o
lice m

a y en
ter w

ith
o

u
t a w

arran
t: (e.g . If th

e 
p

o
lice are ch

asin
g

 so
m

eo
n

e o
r a scream

 is h
eard

 fro
m

 
yo

u
r h

o
m

e). Y o
u

 m
ay b

e su
b

ject to
 a “frisk” o

r a p
at 

d
o

w
n

 search
. D

o
 n

o
t p

h
ysically resist, b

u
t d

o
 let th

em
 

kn
o

w
 if yo

u
 d

o   n
o

t co
n

sen
t to

 fu
rth

er search
 b

y calm
ly 

sayin
g

:  “O
fficer, I d

o
 n

o
t co

n
sen

t to
 search

es ”. If yo
u

 are 
arrested, p

o
lice can

 search
 yo

u
 an

d
 th

e ro
o

m
 yo

u
 w

ere 
arrested

 in
.

Yo
u

 h
ave th

e rig
h

t to
 rem

ain
 silen

t an
d

 to
 talk to

 a la w
yer 

b
e fo

re yo
u

 talk to
 th

e p
o

lice. O
n

ly g
i ve yo

u
r n

am
e an

d
 

ad
d

ress. N
o

th
in

g
 else. D

o
n

’t g
ive exp

lan
atio

ns, excu
ses , o

r 
sto

ries. Yo
u

 w
ill b

e allo
w

ed
 to

 fig
h

t yo
u

r case later in
 co

u
rt 

b
ased

 o
n

 w
h

at yo
u

 an
d

 yo
u

r law
yer d

ecid
e is b

est. If yo
u

 are a 
m

in
o

r (u
n

d
er th

e ag
e o

f 18) , d
o

 n
o

t say an
yth

in
g

 w
ith

o
u

t 
yo

u
r p

aren
ts p

resen
t. If yo

u
 are arrested, th

e o
fficers m

ay 
ad

vise yo
u

 o
f yo

u
r co

n
stitu

tio
n

al rig
h

ts to
 rem

ain
 silen

t an
d

 to 
h

ave an
 atto

rn
ey. A

sk fo
r a la w

yer im
m

ed
iately. If yo

u
 can

n
o

t 
affo

rd
 o

ne, a free d
efen

se atto
rn

ey can
 b

e p
ro

vid
ed

 for you
. 

W
ith

in
 a reaso

n
ab

le am
o

u
n

t o
f tim

e, yo
u

 h
ave  th

e rig
h

t to 
m

ake a p
h

o
n

e call . Po
lice m

ay n
o

t listen
 to

 a call yo
u

 m
ake to  

a law
yer, b

u
t th

ey m
a y listen

 to
 th

e calls yo
u

 m
ake to

 o
th

ers.
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o
 n

o
t p

h
ysically resist, b

u
t d

o
 let th

em
 

kn
o

w
 if yo

u
 d

o   n
o

t co
n

sen
t to

 fu
rth

er search
 b

y calm
ly 

sayin
g

:  “O
fficer, I d

o
 n

o
t co

n
sen

t to
 search

es ”. If yo
u

 are 
arrested, p

o
lice can

 search
 yo

u
 an

d
 th

e ro
o

m
 yo

u
 w

ere 
arrested

 in
.
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u
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h
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 rem
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 silen
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 a la w
yer 

b
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e p
o
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n

ly g
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u
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e an
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d
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o

th
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 else. D

o
n

’t g
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lan
atio

ns, excu
ses , o

r 
sto

ries. Yo
u

 w
ill b

e allo
w

ed
 to

 fig
h

t yo
u

r case later in
 co

u
rt 

b
ased

 o
n

 w
h

at yo
u

 an
d

 yo
u

r law
yer d

ecid
e is b

est. If yo
u

 are a 
m

in
o

r (u
n

d
er th

e ag
e o

f 18), d
o

 n
o

t say an
yth

in
g

 w
ith

o
u

t 
yo

u
r p

aren
ts p

resen
t. If yo

u
 are arrested , th

e o
fficers m

ay 
ad

vise yo
u

 o
f yo

u
r co

n
stitu

tio
n

al rig
h

ts to
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ain
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d

 to 
h

ave an
 atto
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ey . A

sk fo
r a law

yer im
m

ed
iately. If y o

u
 can

n
o

t 
affo

rd
 o

ne,  a free d
efen

se atto
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ey can
 b

e p
ro

vid
ed

 for you
.  
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n
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f tim
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u

 h
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e rig
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t to 
m
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h
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n
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 to

 a call yo
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 m
ake to  
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yer, b
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t th

ey m
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 to
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e calls yo
u

 m
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 d
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o
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o
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b
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reaso
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 d
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t d
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 d
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 b
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e o
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 b
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 d
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f p
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b
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f d
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r p
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cau
se . Po

lice are allo
w

ed
 to

 p
at yo

u
 d

o
w

n
 f o

r w
eap

o
n

s.

P o
lice can

n
o

t u
su

ally en
ter yo

u
r h

o
m

e w
ith

o
u

t a w
arran

t 
sig

n
ed

 b
y a ju

d
g

e. A
sk to  read

 it. Yo
u

 d
o

 n
o

t h
ave to

 
co

n
sen

t to
 search

 o
f yo

u
r h

o
m

e w
ith

o
u

t a w
arran

t.  A
 

refu
sal to

 co
n

sen
t is n

o
t p

ro
b

ab
le cau

se . If y o
u

 d
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n
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 p
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. D
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o
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 b
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ce
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 m
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 p
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 b
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r r
ig

h
ts

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 v
io

la
te

d,
 c

o
n

ta
ct

 a
 la

w
ye

r 
an

d
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
. F

ile
 a

 w
ri

tt
en

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
p

o
lic

e 
d

ep
ar

tm
en

t’s
 in

te
rn

al
 a

ff
ai

rs
 d

iv
is

io
n

 o
r c

iv
ili

an
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t 

b
o

ar
d

. S
ee

 B
ac

k
.

Th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 is
 N

O
T 

in
te

n
d

ed
 a

s 
le

g
al

 a
d

vi
ce

 - 
La

w
s 

ca
n

 c
h

an
g

e

A
C

LU
 o

f W
i s

co
n

si
n

 (s
ta

te
w

id
e)

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t.

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

U
rb

an
 U

n
d

er
g

ro
u

n
d

48
50

 W
. F

o
n

d
 D

u
 L

ac
 A

ve
, 5

32
16

41
4.

44
4.

87
26

W
is

co
n

si
n

 P
u

b
lic

 D
ef

en
d

er
’ s

 O
ff

ic
e

81
9 

N
. 6

th
 S

tr
ee

t , 
Ro

o
m

 9
08

, 5
32

03
41

4.
27

7.
41

30

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

Fi
re

 a
n

d
 P

o
lic

e 
C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
ci

ty
.m

ilw
au

ke
e.

g
o

v/
fp

c/
C

o
m

p
la

in
ts

41
4.

28
6.

50
00

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

C
o

u
n

ty
 S

h
er

if
f'

s 
O

ff
ic

e
82

1 
W

es
t 

St
at

e 
St

re
et

, R
o

o
m

 1
07

, 5
32

33
41

4-
27

8-
53

99
/m

ke
sh

er
iff

@
m

ke
sh

er
iff

.o
rg

V
o

ce
s 

D
e 

La
 F

ro
n

te
ra

10
27

 S
o

u
th

 5
th

 S
tr

ee
t, 

53
20

4
41

4.
64

3.
16

20
Sp

an
is

h
 C

en
te

r
16

15
 S

. 2
2n

d
 S

tr
ee

t, 
53

20
4

41
4.

38
4.

37
00

Th
es

e 
ag

en
ci

es
 a

re
 h

er
e 

to
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t

IF YOU ARE STOPPED BY THE POLICE

YOUR HAVE THE RIGHT

A
C

LU
 o

f W
is

co
n

si
n

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t.

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

Po
ck

et
 G

u
id

e:
La

w
 E

n
fo

rc
em

en
t 

En
co

u
n

te
rs

Ri
gh

ts
K

N
O

W
Y

O
U

R

TH
EY

’R
E

Y
O

U
R

R
IG

H
TS

U
SE

 ‘E
M

O
R

LO
SE

 ’E
M

Pr
in

te
d

 A
p

ri
l 2

01
2

TO FILE A COMPLAINT

St
ep

 1
. P

ro
te

ct
 Y

o
u

r S
a f

et
y

St
ay

 c
al

m
, d

o
n

’t
 ru

n
 a

w
ay

.  
Re

m
em

b
er

 a
n

yt
h

in
g

 y
o

u
 s

ay
 o

r d
o

 c
an

 b
e 

u
se

d
 

ag
ai

n
st

 y
o

u
. T

h
in

k 
ca

re
fu

lly
 a

b
o

u
t 

yo
u

r w
o

rd
s,

 m
ov

em
en

t, 
b

o
d

y 
la

n
g

u
ag

e,
 a

n
d

 
em

o
ti

o
n

s.
  D

o
 n

o
t 

ar
g

u
e 

w
it

h
 p

o
lic

e 
o

ff
ic

er
s.

 K
ee

p
 y

o
u

r h
an

d
s 

w
h

er
e 

th
e 

p
o

lic
e 

ca
n

 s
ee

 t
h

em
 a

n
d

 n
ev

er
 t

o
u

ch
 a

 p
o

lic
e 

o
ff

ic
er

. D
o

 n
o

t 
re

si
st

, e
ve

n
 if

 y
o

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 

yo
u

 a
re

 in
n

o
ce

n
t. 

D
o

n
’t

 m
ak

e 
th

re
at

s 
ag

ai
n

st
 p

o
lic

e 
th

at
 y

o
u

 w
ill

 fi
le

 a
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t.

St
ep

 2
. A

ss
er

t 
Yo

u
r R

ig
h

ts
A

sk
 fo

r a
 la

w
ye

r i
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 if

 y
o

u
 a

re
 a

rr
es

te
d.

 D
o

 n
o

t 
m

ak
e 

st
at

em
en

ts
 

re
g

ar
d

in
g

 t
h

e 
in

ci
d

en
t.

W
ri

te
 d

o
w

n
 e

ve
r y

th
in

g
 y

o
u

 c
an

 re
m

em
b

er
 A

SA
P

 in
cl

u
d

in
g

: n
am

es
, c

ar
 n

u
m

b
er

s,
 

p
la

ce
 a

n
d

 t
im

e,
 a

n
d

 a
n

y 
w

it
n

es
se

s. 
If 

yo
u

 a
re

 in
ju

re
d,

 s
ee

k 
m

ed
ic

al
 a

tt
en

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 
ta

ke
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s.  

If 
yo

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 y

o
u

r r
ig

h
ts

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 v
io

la
te

d,
 c

o
n

ta
ct

 a
 la

w
ye

r 
an

d
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
. F

ile
 a

 w
ri

tt
en

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
p

o
lic

e 
d

ep
ar

tm
en

t’s
 in

te
rn

al
 a

ff
ai

rs
 d

iv
is

io
n

 o
r c

iv
ili

an
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t 

b
o

ar
d

. S
ee

 B
ac

k
.

Th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 is
 N

O
T 

in
te

n
d

ed
 a

s 
le

g
al

 a
d

vi
ce

 - 
La

w
s 

ca
n

 c
h

an
g

e

A
C

LU
 o

f W
i s

co
n

si
n

 (s
ta

te
w

id
e)

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t.

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

U
rb

an
 U

n
d

er
g

ro
u

n
d

48
50

 W
. F

o
n

d
 D

u
 L

ac
 A

ve
, 5

32
16

41
4.

44
4.

87
26

W
i s

co
n

si
n

 P
u

b
lic

 D
ef

en
d

er
’s

 O
ff

ic
e

81
9 

N
. 6

th
 S

tr
ee

t , 
Ro

o
m

 9
08

, 5
32

03
41

4.
27

7.
41

30

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

Fi
re

 a
n

d
 P

o
lic

e 
C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
ci

ty
.m

ilw
au

ke
e.

g
o

v/
fp

c/
C

o
m

p
la

in
ts

41
4.

28
6.

50
00

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

C
o

u
n

ty
 S

h
er

if
f'

s 
O

ff
ic

e
82

1 
W

es
t 

St
at

e 
St

re
et

, R
o

o
m

 1
07

, 5
32

33
41

4-
27

8-
53

99
/m

ke
sh

er
iff

@
m

ke
sh

er
iff

.o
rg

V
o

ce
s 

D
e 

La
 F

ro
n

te
ra

10
27

 S
o

u
th

 5
th

 S
tr

ee
t, 

53
20

4
41

4.
64

3.
16

20
Sp

an
is

h
 C

en
te

r
16

15
 S

. 2
2n

d
 S

tr
ee

t, 
53

20
4

41
4.

38
4.

37
00

Th
es

e 
ag

en
ci

es
 a

re
 h

er
e 

to
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t

IF YOU ARE STOPPED BY THE POLICE

YOUR HAVE THE RIGHT

A
C

LU
 o

f W
is

co
n

si
n

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t.

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

Po
ck

et
 G

u
id

e:
La

w
 E

n
fo

rc
em

en
t 

En
co

u
n

te
rs

Ri
gh

ts
K

N
O

W
Y

O
U

R

TH
EY

’R
E

Y
O

U
R

R
IG

H
TS

U
SE

 ‘E
M

O
R

LO
SE

 ’E
M

Pr
in

te
d

 A
p

ri
l 2

01
2

TO FILE A COMPLAINT

St
ep

 1
. P

ro
te

ct
 Y

o
u

r S
af

et
y

St
ay

 c
al

m
, d

o
n

’t
 ru

n
 a

w
ay

.  
Re

m
em

b
er

 a
n

yt
h

in
g

 y
o

u
 s

ay
 o

r d
o

 c
an

 b
e 

u
se

d
 

ag
ai

n
st

 y
o

u
. T

h
in

k 
ca

re
fu

lly
 a

b
o

u
t 

yo
u

r w
o

rd
s,

 m
ov

em
en

t, 
b

o
d

y 
la

n
g

u
ag

e,
 a

n
d

 
em

o
ti

o
n

s.
  D

o
 n

o
t 

ar
g

u
e 

w
it

h
 p

o
lic

e 
o

ff
ic

er
s.

 K
ee

p
 y

o
u

r h
an

d
s 

w
h

er
e 

th
e 

p
o

lic
e 

ca
n

 s
ee

 t
h

em
 a

n
d

 n
ev

er
 t

o
u

ch
 a

 p
o

lic
e 

o
ff

ic
er

. D
o

 n
o

t 
re

si
st

, e
ve

n
 if

 y
o

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 

yo
u

 a
re

 in
n

o
ce

n
t. 

D
o

n
’t

 m
ak

e 
th

re
at

s 
ag

ai
n

st
 p

o
lic

e 
th

at
 y

o
u

 w
ill

 fi
le

 a
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t.

St
ep

 2
. A

ss
er

t 
Yo

u
r R

ig
h

ts
A

sk
 fo

r a
 la

w
y e

r i
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 if

 y
o

u
 a

re
 a

rr
es

te
d.

 D
o

 n
o

t 
m

ak
e 

st
at

em
en

ts
 

re
g

ar
d

in
g

 t
h

e 
in

ci
d

en
t.

W
ri

te
 d

o
w

n
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g
 y

o
u

 c
an

 re
m

em
b

er
 A

SA
P

 in
cl

u
d

in
g

: n
am

es
, c

ar
 n

u
m

b
er

s,
 

p
la

ce
 a

n
d

 t
im

e,
 a

n
d

 a
n

y 
w

it
n

es
se

s. 
If 

yo
u

 a
re

 in
ju

re
d,

 s
ee

k 
m

ed
ic

al
 a

tt
en

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 
ta

ke
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s. 

If 
yo

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 y

o
u

r r
ig

h
ts

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 v
io

la
te

d,
 c

o
n

ta
c t

 a
 la

w
ye

r 
an

d
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
. F

ile
 a

 w
ri

tt
en

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
p

o
lic

e 
d

ep
ar

tm
en

t’s
 in

te
rn

al
 a

ff
ai

rs
 d

iv
is

io
n

 o
r c

iv
ili

an
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t 

b
o

ar
d

. S
ee

 B
ac

k
.

Th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 is
 N

O
T 

in
te

n
d

ed
 a

s 
le

g
al

 a
d

vi
ce

 - 
La

w
s 

ca
n

 c
h

an
g

e

A
C

LU
 o

f W
is

co
n

si
n

 (s
ta

te
w

id
e)

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t.

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

U
rb

an
 U

n
d

er
g

ro
u

n
d

48
50

 W
. F

o
n

d
 D

u
 L

ac
 A

ve
, 5

32
16

41
4.

44
4.

87
26

W
is

co
n

si
n

 P
u

b
lic

 D
ef

en
d

er
’s

 O
ff

ic
e

81
9 

N
.  6

th
 S

tr
ee

t, 
Ro

o
m

 9
08

, 5
32

03
41

4.
27

7.
41

30

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

Fi
re

 a
n

d
 P

o
li c

e 
C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
ci

ty
.m

ilw
au

ke
e.

g
o

v/
fp

c/
C

o
m

p
la

in
ts

41
4.

28
6.

50
00

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

C
o

u
n

ty
 S

h
er

if
f'

s 
O

ff
ic

e
82

1 
W

es
t 

St
at

e 
St

re
et

, R
o

o
m

 1
07

, 5
32

33
41

4-
27

8-
53

99
/m

ke
sh

er
iff

@
m

ke
sh

er
iff

.o
rg

V
o

ce
s 

D
e 

La
 F

ro
n

te
ra

10
27

 S
o

u
th

 5
th

 S
tr

ee
t, 

53
20

4
41

4.
64

3.
16

20
Sp

an
is

h
 C

en
te

r
16

15
 S

. 2
2n

d
 S

tr
ee

t, 
53

20
4

41
4.

38
4.

37
00

Th
es

e 
ag

en
ci

es
 a

re
 h

er
e 

to
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t

IF YOU ARE STOPPED BY THE POLICE

YOUR HAVE THE RIGHT

A
C

LU
 o

f W
is

co
n

si
n

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t .

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

Po
ck

et
 G

u
id

e:
La

w
 E

n
fo

rc
em

en
t 

En
co

u
n

te
rs

Ri
gh

ts
K

N
O

W
Y

O
U

R

TH
EY

’R
E

Y
O

U
R

R
IG

H
TS

U
SE

 ‘E
M

O
R

LO
SE

 ’E
M

Pr
in

te
d

 A
p

ri
l 2

01
2

TO FILE A COMPLAINT

St
ep

 1
. P

ro
te

ct
 Y

o
u

r S
af

et
y

St
ay

 c
al

m
, d

o
n

’t
 ru

n
 a

w
ay

.  
Re

m
em

b
er

 a
n

yt
h

in
g

 y
o

u
 s

ay
 o

r d
o

 c
an

 b
e 

u
se

d
 

ag
ai

n
st

 y
o

u
. T

h
in

k 
ca

re
fu

lly
 a

b
o

u
t 

yo
u

r w
o

rd
s,

 m
ov

em
en

t, 
b

o
d

y 
la

n
g

u
ag

e,
 a

n
d

 
em

o
ti

o
n

s.
  D

o
 n

o
t 

ar
g

u
e 

w
it

h
 p

o
lic

e 
o

ff
ic

er
s.

 K
ee

p
 y

o
u

r h
an

d
s 

w
h

er
e 

th
e 

p
o

lic
e 

ca
n

 s
ee

 t
h

em
 a

n
d

 n
ev

er
 t

o
u

ch
 a

 p
o

lic
e 

o
ff

ic
er

. D
o

 n
o

t 
re

si
st

, e
ve

n
 if

 y
o

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 

yo
u

 a
re

 in
n

o
ce

n
t. 

D
o

n
’t

 m
ak

e 
th

re
at

s 
ag

ai
n

st
 p

o
lic

e 
th

at
 y

o
u

 w
ill

 fi
le

 a
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t.

St
ep

 2
. A

ss
e r

t 
Yo

u
r R

ig
h

ts
A

sk
 fo

r a
 la

w
ye

r i
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 if

 y
o

u
 a

re
 a

rr
es

te
d.

 D
o

 n
o

t 
m

ak
e 

st
at

em
en

ts
 

re
g

ar
d

in
g

 t
h

e 
in

ci
d

en
t.

W
ri

te
 d

o
w

n
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g
 y

o
u

 c
an

 re
m

em
b

er
 A

SA
P

 in
cl

u
d

in
g

: n
am

es
, c

ar
 n

u
m

b
er

s,
 

p
la

ce
 a

n
d

 t
im

e,
 a

n
d

 a
n

y 
w

it
n

es
se

s. 
If 

yo
u

 a
re

 in
ju

re
d,

 s
ee

k 
m

ed
ic

al
 a

tt
en

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 
ta

ke
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s. 

If 
yo

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 y

o
u

r r
ig

h
ts

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 v
io

la
te

d,
 c

o
n

ta
ct

 a
 la

w
ye

r 
an

d
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
. F

ile
 a

 w
ri

tt
en

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
p

o
lic

e 
d

ep
ar

tm
en

t’s
 in

te
rn

al
 a

ff
ai

rs
 d

iv
is

io
n

 o
r c

iv
ili

an
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t 

b
o

ar
d

. S
ee

 B
ac

k
.

Th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 is
 N

O
T 

in
te

n
d

ed
 a

s 
le

g
al

 a
d

vi
ce

 - 
La

w
s 

ca
n

 c
h

an
g

e

A
C

LU
 o

f W
is

co
n

si
n

 (s
ta

te
w

id
e)

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t.

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

U
rb

an
 U

n
d

er
g

ro
u

n
d

48
50

 W
. F

o
n

d
 D

u
 L

ac
 A

v e
, 5

32
16

41
4.

44
4.

87
26

W
is

co
n

si
n

 P
u

b
lic

 D
ef

en
d

er
’s

 O
ff

ic
e

81
9 

N
. 6

th
 S

tr
ee

t, 
Ro

o
m

 9
08

, 5
32

03
41

4.
27

7.
41

30

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

Fi
re

 a
n

d
 P

o
lic

e 
C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
ci

ty
.m

ilw
au

ke
e.

g
o

v/
fp

c/
C

o
m

p
la

in
ts

41
4.

28
6.

50
00

M
il

w
au

ke
e 

C
o

u
n

ty
 S

h
er

if
f'

s 
O

ff
ic

e
82

1 
W

es
t 

St
at

e 
St

re
et

, R
o

o
m

 1
07

, 5
32

33
41

4-
27

8-
53

99
/m

ke
sh

er
iff

@
m

ke
sh

er
iff

.o
rg

V
o

ce
s 

D
e 

La
 F

ro
n

te
ra

10
27

 S
o

u
th

 5
th

 S
tr

ee
t, 

53
20

4
41

4.
64

3.
16

20
Sp

an
is

h
 C

en
te

r
16

15
 S

. 2
2n

d
 S

tr
ee

t, 
53

20
4

41
4.

38
4.

37
00

Th
es

e 
ag

en
ci

es
 a

re
 h

er
e 

to
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
 fi

le
 a

 c
o

m
p

la
in

t

IF YOU ARE STOPPED BY THE POLICE

YOUR HAVE THE RIGHT

A
C

LU
 o

f W
is

co
n

si
n

20
7 

E.
 B

u
ff

al
o

 S
t .

 S
u

it
e 

32
5

M
ilw

au
ke

e,
 W

I 5
32

02
w

w
w

.a
cl

u
-w

i.o
rg

41
4.

27
2.

40
32

Po
ck

et
 G

u
id

e :
La

w
 E

n
fo

rc
em

en
t 

En
co

u
n

te
rs

Ri
gh

ts
K

N
O

W
Y

O
U

R

TH
EY

’R
E

Y
O

U
R

R
IG

H
TS

U
SE

 ‘E
M

O
R

LO
SE

 ’E
M

Pr
in

te
d

 A
p

ri
l 2

01
2

TO FILE A COMPLAINT


