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We, the undersigned organizations and community activists, are calling for a full, thorough, complete, and transparent
investigation into the treatment of Diamond Wade while in custody at the Racine County Jail. We, the undersigned,
condemn the harassment and bullying of Ms. Wade by inmates within the Racine County Jail and a lack of action by the
Racine County Sheriff’s Office to rectify the mistreatment and misgendering of Ms. Wade.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Ms. Wade was arrested and taken to the Racine County Jail about 2 months ago. Ms. Wade, a black transgender
woman, was placed in a male pod/dorm despite identifying as a woman. Per reports, Ms. Wade has been subjected to
sexual harassment by other inmates within the Racine County Jail, including her bunk mate. Ms. Wade has attempted to
file complaints but has had a difficult time doing so.

Ms. Wade should be afforded an opportunity to shower in a place that is private and be housed in a setting consistent
with her gender identity. Based on information obtained, Ms. Wade has not been able to shower in an area outside of
the male showers, female officers have “not been available” to escort her to a private shower, and Ms. Wade has had to
shower overnight in order to be afforded privacy.

According to information received, Ms. Wade has attempted to file complaints, including a Prison Rape Elimination Act
complaint (PREA). Due to “technical issues” the PREA complaint was not able to be finished. The Racine County Sheriff’s
Department acknowledges a complaint is under investigation; however, the treatment of Ms. Wade BY the Racine
County Sheriff's Department should be investigated by an outside, independent entity.

As such, we, the undersigned, hereby call on Racine County Sheriff Christopher Schmaling to work with community
partners to review and update Racine County Jail policies to ensure equal and equitable treatment of all inmates in the
care of the Racine County Sheriff’s Department.

Additionally we, the undersigned, hereby call on the Wisconsin Department of Justice, along with the United States
Department of Justice to open a civil rights investigation into the harassment and mistreatment of Ms. Diamond Wade.
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