
Youth and Civil Liberties Council -  Organizing Youth Statewide
In 2000, the ACLU of Wisconsin Foundation founded the Youth 
and Civil Liberties Council (YCLC) to empower Wisconsin youth by 
increasing their knowledge of and their skills to exercise their rights 
and responsibilities.The work of the YCLC focuses on engaging young 
people on their terms. Their passion guides positive action, whether 
it is discussing discipline policy changes in their school or authoring 
recommendations on how to repair police-youth relations in their 
community. By providing forums to address social justice and civic 
involvement, these programs have worked directly with thousands 
of Wisconsin youth and more than 100 schools since 2000. 

For more information on the ACLU of Wisconsin’s Youth and 
Civil Liberties Program, please contact the Milwaukee office at  
(414) 272-4032 or email us at youth@aclu-wi.org. Visit our webpage at 
http://www.aclu-wi.org/youth

The Other America Tour - Social Justice for a New Generation
Over 5,500 high school students across the state of Wisconsin have come 
together over the past six years to talk about issues they face everyday but do 
not have a forum to address. From race and sexual identity, to gender,  religion, 
and disability, there has never been a more important time for young people 
to recognize their power to overcome divisions and ignorance. The Other 
America Tour takes participants through a three-part program that helps them 
to understand these issues through Awareness, Responsibility and Action. The 
highly interactive program features the “Tunnel of Oppression,” live poetry and 
spoken word performances, activities, guided small group discussions, and 
skill building workshops to increase confidence and provides the skills to take 
positive action in their schools and communities.

ACLU Student Alliances - Civil Liberties Clubs in High Schools and College 
Campuses
By forming ACLU Student Alliances (ACLUSAs), students who are passionate 
about civil liberties can connect with each other and teach their peers about 
their basic freedoms. ACLUSAs are a great way to build local relationships with 
the statewide network of youth who are involved with the YCLC. For activity 
ideas or for advice on how to start an ACLUSA in your high school or college, 
contact the Youth and Civil Liberties Program at the ACLU of Wisconsin.

Milwaukee Teen Tribunal - Restorative Justice Teen Court
The Milwaukee Teen Tribunal contributes to a reduction in recidivism of juvenile 
offenders in the school environment through a hands-on, law-related education 
including due process rights of young residents as well as leadership and life 
skills. In cooperation with the Milwaukee Public Schools and the Milwaukee 
Police Department, this program contributes to a noticeable, positive change 
in a school’s  social climate.

Youth Government Day - Teaching Youth About Effective Citizen Action
A unique approach to teaching about the functions of government and how 
citizens can make effective, grassroots change, the Youth Government Day 
program uses realistic role play and hot topics from the local to international 
level that directly affect young people. Participants with varying levels of 
interest and dedication to civic involvement are briefed by Youth and Technical 
Advisors, and then carry out a specific function of government.
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