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Do | have to show proof of identification/photo id to vote in recall or special
elections this year?

No. The new “Voter Identification Act,” 2011 Wis. Act 23, does not require a voter to
present proof of identification to vote until the Spring 2012 primary election and all
elections thereafter.

However, election officials will ask voters to present proof of identification at elections
prior to the Spring 2012 primary. A person who does not show proof of identification
will still be able to vote, but will be given information about the new identification
requirements. 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 144(2). There is no requirement that a person give a
reason for not presenting proof of identification.

If you choose to show identification at elections this year, poll workers will compare the
name on the identification to the name on the poll list to verify that the names “conform”
to one another. Names may still “conform,” even if there are small differences, such as
presence or absence of a middle initial, use of a shortened version of a first name (such as
“Bob” for “Robert”) or variations of upper and lower case letters (such as “Maclane” for
“MacLane”). GAB, Polling Place Voting Step-By-Step for All Elections Prior to 2012
February Primary (June 22, 2011). Poll workers will also compare the photograph on
the identification to the voter’s appearance to verify that the photograph “reasonably
resembles” the voter. Id. For all elections prior to the 2012 February Primary, there is no
consequence if election inspectors believe the photo ID does not reasonably resemble the
voter. Once photo ID is required in the February 2012 election, election inspectors will
be instructed to challenge a voter if they believe a voter does not reasonably resemble the
photograph on the identification presented.

For elections next year, voters will need a photo identification that satisfies the
requirements of the Voter Identification Act. This “Frequently Asked Questions”
document deals primarily with voting rules in place for the elections this summer.
However, if you do not already have an ID that satisfies the law, you should start the
process of getting one soon. Acceptable IDs under the law are: a Wisconsin DOT-issued
driver license (or unexpired receipt for one); a Wisconsin DOT-issued identification card
(or an unexpired receipt for one); a military ID card; a US passport; a certificate of
naturalization; an ID card issued by a federally recognized Indian tribe in Wisconsin; and



unexpired college and university ID cards that have a signature, the date of issuance and
an expiration date no later than two years from the date of issuance. Wis. Stat. §
5.02(6m), created by 2011 Wis. Act 23, 8 1. For more details on acceptable IDs,
including information on whether you can or cannot use an expired or suspended ID, see
the information on the Government Accountability Board website:

http://gab.wi.gov/publications/brochures/voter-id-handout

The Voter Identification law also requires the Department of Transportation to provide
free ID cards to any individual who will be at least 18 years of age on the date of the next
election and who requests a free 1D for the purpose of voting. Wis. Stat. § 343.50(5)(a)3.,
created by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 140, & Wis. Stat. § 343.50(5m), as amended by 2011
Wis. Act 23, § 141. The regular fee is $28.

The DOT website has more information about getting a state identification card:
http://lwww.dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/drivers/apply/idcard.htm

Because you will need to provide certain documents, such as a birth certificate, to receive
a free state ID card, your should start the process of obtaining one well in advance of next
year’s elections.

I am not registered to vote. Can I register on election day?

Yes. The voter id law did not change election-day registration. As long as you are at
least 18 years of age, a U.S. citizen, have lived at your current address for 28 days, have
proof of residence (see below), and are not serving a sentence — including imprisonment,
probation, parole or extended supervision — for a felony conviction, you can register at
the polls on election day. If you have a current and valid driver license, you will need to
provide the license number on the registration form. Wis. Stat. § 6.33(1). If you do not
have a current and valid driver license, you will have to provide your Wisconsin state
identification card number or the last 4 digits of your social security number. If you do
not have a current and valid driver license, state identification card or social security
number, you will have to check a box saying you do not have any of these numbers, but
you will still be allowed to register. You will also have to provide the location of your
“previous residence immediately before moving to” your current residence. Wis. Stat. §
6.33(1), as amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 30.

I moved to my current address two weeks ago. Can | vote at the polling place for
my new address?

No. The new law requires a person to have lived in a ward or election district for 28
consecutive days prior to the election to be eligible to vote in that ward or district. Wis.
Stat. 8 6.02(1), as amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, 8 10. If you moved more recently than
28 days from another location in Wisconsin, you may vote at your previous polling place.
Wis. Stat. 8 602.02(2), as amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 11. If you moved to



Wisconsin from another state more recently than 28 days before any election in 2011,
you may not vote in that election.
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What documents will I need to register?

Any one of the following documents is sufficient to prove residence, if it has your first

and last name and your current street address:
* Current & valid Wisconsin driver’s license. Wis. Stat. 8 6.34(3)(a)1.
* Current & valid Wisconsin state photo identification card. Wis. Stat. §
6.34(3)(a)2.
* An official identification card or license issued by a Wisconsin governmental
entity. Wis. Stat. § 6.34(3)(a)3.
» An employer-issued photo identification card (not a business card). Wis. Stat. 8
6.34(3)(a)4.
* A university, college or technical college identification card, along with either a
receipt for tuition or fees paid within the previous 9 months or a certified list from
the college or university of students currently living in student housing who are
U.S. citizens. Wis. Stat. § 6.34(3)(a)7., as amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 33m.
* A utility bill that is no more than 90 days old. Wis. Stat. 8 6.34(3)(a)8.
* A bank statement. Wis. Stat. § 6.34(3)(a)9.
* A property tax bill or receipt from the past year. Wis. Stat. § 6.34(3)(a)5.
* A current residential lease in effect on election day. Wis. Stat. § 6.34(3)(a)6.
* A paycheck. Wis. Stat. § 6.34(3)(a)10.
* A check or other document issued by a unit of government. Wis. Stat. 8
6.34(3)(a)11.

Documents like credit card bills, collection notices, magazine subscriptions, personal
mail and mail solicitations do not qualify for proof of residence.



I don’t have any of the documents for proving residence that are in my name. Can |
have someone vouch for where | live?

No. Until the voter id law passed, another eligible voter from your municipality who
knew where you lived could “corroborate” your residence by signing a statement
confirming where you live. The new law eliminates corroboration as proof of residence.
See 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 17, amending Wis. Stat. 8 6.15(2)(d)1r.

I heard that I will have to sign the poll list when | vote. Is that true?

Yes. If you are registered to vote before Election Day, there will be a box on the poll list
for your signature. Wis. Stat. § 6.79(2)(a), as amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 45. If
you are unable to sign because of a disability, you can get an exemption from the
signature requirement.

My signature changes all the time. Will the poll workers let me vote if my signature
doesn’t look like it did when I registered?

Yes. The law does not require election officials to compare your signature on the poll list
to the signature on your registration, the signature on your proof of identification or
residency or to any other signature.

Can | vote in person before Election Day?

Yes. You can vote an in-person absentee ballot at your municipal clerk’s office or, in the
City of Milwaukee, at the Election Commission Office starting the 3rd Monday before
Election Day until 5 p.m. the Friday before Election Day. Wis. Stat. § 6.86(1)(b), as
amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 57. When you vote before Election Day in this way,
your ballot is set aside for counting with other absentee ballots on Election Day. As with
voting on Election Day, you will be asked, but not required, to show photo identification
when you vote in person absentee in 2011. GAB, Major Impacts of the New Voter Photo
ID Bill: Changes to the Election Process Effective Immediately at 3 (June 20, 2011). If
you have not already registered, you may also register at the municipal clerk’s office
before voting in person absentee. Wis. Stat. § 6.29(2)(a), as amended by 2011 Wis. Act
23, 8 29.

Can | vote by mail?

Yes, you can cast an absentee ballot by mail. You can request an absentee ballot from
the municipal clerk or election commission by mail, email or facsimile. Wis. Stat. §
6.86(1)(a). The application must be received by the municipal clerk no later than 5 p.m.
the Thursday before the election. Wis. Stat. § 6.86(1)(b), as amended by 2011 Wis. Act
23, 8 57. Municipal clerks will begin accepting in person applications for absentee
ballots no earlier than the third Monday before the election. Id.



You may either vote the absentee ballot in the clerk’s office, or the clerk can mail it to
you. If you request, the clerk must also send the ballot by email or facsimile. Wis. Stat.
8§ 6.87(3)(d), as amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 65.

You must return the completed ballot to the municipal clerk or election commission in a
properly completed ballot envelope. The envelope will have a certification, which the
voter and a witness (who is an adult U.S. citizen) must sign. Wis. Stat. § 6.87(2) &
(4)(b)1., as amended by 2011 Wis. Act 23, § 66. The absentee ballot must be received by
the clerk or election commission no later than 8 p.m. on election day. Wis. Stat. §
6.87(6). You can return the ballot in person or by mail, but remember that if you send it
by mail it must arrive (not just be postmarked) by 8 p.m. on election day.

You must be registered in order to vote absentee, but you can register in person at the
clerk’s office when you submit a request for an absentee ballot. You can also register by
mail, but your registration must be postmarked no later than the third Wednesday before
the election. Wis. Stat. 8 6.28(1). You will not be sent an absentee ballot until you are
registered and submit an absentee ballot request.

This document deals with rules for elections in 2011. When the voter identification
requirement takes full effect next year, a number of other questions will arise.
Election Protection and ACLU of Wisconsin will produce a revised FAQ prior to
elections in 2012.

FOR MORE WISCONSIN VOTING INFORMATION

Wisconsin Government Accountability Board, Election Division
(608) 266-8005 or http://gab.wi.gov/elections-voting/voters



