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Milwaukee-- A Beaver Dam Middle School teacher, Betsy Ramsdale, should not have 

been put on administrative leave simply because of a photo on Facebook showing her 

training a rifle at the camera.  While school safety is of paramount importance, public 

school teachers do not lose their right to free expression when they are not working.   

 

The context of the photo, the whole Facebook page, is important to understand before 

taking action against a teacher, who happens to be a gun enthusiast.  Media accounts of 

the photo do not indicate any additional grounds for concern.  Beaver Dam School 

District superintendent Donald Childs is reported to be unaware of any sinister intent.   

 

“Absent any evidence that the teacher poses a threat, the district should not over-react to 

the sight of a gun in one of their employee’s hands,” said Chris Ahmuty, Executive 

Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin today.  

 

The ACLU of Wisconsin is a membership organization devoted to the defense and 

promotion of civil liberties and rights for all Wisconsin residents.  
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